
Welcome to our January Newsletter. It has been once again a busy start to the term. The month 
started with our open evening and followed with a very successful Assessment Day with 15 pupils 
undertaking the assessment for August 2019 entry. I would like to thank all parents, pupils and staff 
for supporting our open evening and sharing positive views about Fernhill School. Our senior pupils 
have just completed their Prelim examinations and the school’s management team are busy 
working in partnership with parents and pupils on an individual basis to ensure each of our young 
people have a clear plan to prepare for their SQA examinations in April and May. All pupils 
undergoing key transitions will receive a careers education programme and we are grateful for the 
assistance of parents' help in broadening their horizons for future careers. 

Our social calendar has also been filling up and we would like to encourage all parents to support 
both our Race Night on Friday 1st March and our One Heart One Mind Ball which is scheduled for 
Saturday 13th April 2019. The ball is our main fund raising event of the year and we would like to 
ask all parents to consider supporting this key fundraiser by purchasing two tickets or by grouping 
together with friends to take a table.  
  

Thank you once again for the support you provide the school to enable us to 
deliver the highest possible educational experience for your children. 

As part of Fernhill Schools Self Evaluation we asked the 

pupil council for any improvements they would like to see or 

what they would like to see more of within the school. We 

have taken on their feedback and implemented the 

following:  

 Separate Lunch Sittings for Primary and Secondary 

 More Hot Lunch Choices 

 Cold Water Fountains 

 

Dr Laura J Murphy  

Best wishes, 



Congratulations to our termly badge 

winners from St Joseph, St Andrew 

and St Julie House. Winners 

demonstrate a huge commitment to 

their House and to the life of Fernhill 

School. Well done! 

Everyone is loving the new set-
up in nursery with free flow 
between the rooms and to the 
outdoor space. Here most of the 
children chose to go outside 
and loved the ring games and 
woodland adventure. 

The pupils in our 

Primary and Nursery 

all worked together 

and made soup. After 

a fantastic showcase 

of Burns themed 

entertainment 

everyone sat down 

and enjoyed their 

delicious soup! 

Primary 1, 2 

and 3 made 

the most of 

the snow and 

wrapped up 

warm for 

some outdoor 

lessons! 

 
An entertaining and thought-provoking ‘balloon debate’ took 

place at Fernhill. Pupils adopted well-known personalities such 

as Michelle Obama, Meghan Markle and Peppa Pig to argue that 

they were worth their place in a sinking hot air balloon. The judg-

es were very pleased with the logic, ideas and good humour that 

our pupils were able to include in their speeches. Congratula-

tions to all involved, especially Mia and Aoife of St Joseph’s 

house, who were declared the winners. 



Senior Music classes attended a concert to 

see the 21st Anniversary Celtic Connection 

Opening Concert. This gave the girls a 

chance to hear some more unusual 

instruments as well as helping them to better 

identify concepts through music. The girls 

enjoyed live music performed by the RCS 

Junior School Traditional Department and 

SonDeuSe, a fantastic Glaician Traditional 

Folk Orchestra from Spain who had 

everyone up on their feet with the fantastic 

music. 

S3 Music Students were treated to an exciting display of traditional music 
at Celtic Connections. The pupils heard the world famous Scottish Folk 
Band RURA and they also heard Galician traditional singing from the 
"Spice Girls" of Galicia a group called Tanxugerias  

Pupils from S2 enjoyed a theatre trip with 
the English department to see ‘War Horse’, 
based on the novel by Michael Morpurgo. 
This award-winning production features 
revolutionary puppetry which brings the 
animals to life, especially the central 
character, a horse called Joey. Sold to the 
British army during WW1, Joey survives 
many battles before finally reuniting with his 
owner. This was an explosive, heart-
breaking show which left at least one of our 
pupils an “emotional wreck” – but in a good 
way. 

The S4-S6 cohort at Fernhill met with her Ladyship the Right Hon. Lady Rae, a 

member of the Supreme courts of Scotland and fellow of the College of Justice, 

to listen to a talk on her career in the law and to take part in a question and 

answer session. Lady Rae was extremely informative and engaging as she 

described to the pupils her route through university and her love of the law, as 

well as her career as a pioneer for women in the Criminal Justice System during 

her time as a lawyer, QC and finally a judge of both the Sheriff and now High 

Courts. The pupils listened intently and much of the talk informed the pupils 

questions, which ranged from advice about careers in the legal profession to the 

most interesting and challenging aspects of her profession. It was a highly 

valuable experience for all the pupils and we greatly appreciate the valuable 

time given up by her Ladyship to speak with the pupils, whom she found to be 

delightful. The Q & A only stopped as she had to attend the High court to 

oversee a trial! As part of the University of Glasgow "Legal 40" she also 

extended a kind invitation for the pupils to attend court and witness a trial first-

hand, as well as to ask her more questions, which we will be arranging in the 

very near future. 



Monday 11th February— Friday 14th February 

Monday 18th February 

Tuesday 19th February 

Friday 1st March 

Friday 1st March—Sunday 3rd March 

Saturday 2nd March—Sunday 3rd March 

Tuesday 12th March   

Thursday 14th March 

Friday 15th March 

Friday 29th March—Friday 12th April 

Saturday 13th April 

Monday 15th April 

Friday 19th April 

Tuesday 23rd April 

Thursday 25th April 

February Week 

In-Service Day 

School Reopens 

Race Night 

Duke of Edinburgh Silver Practice Expedition 

Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Practice Expedition 

Class Photographs 

Lockerbie Manor Trip—Parents Meeting 

Swimming Gala 

Easter Break 

One Heart, One Mind Charity Ball 

School reopens 

Good Friday, School Closed 

School Reopens 

SQA Exams Begin 

Please come and join us for the first ever 
Fernhill Race Night. It will be a night of great 
fun and horse racing in the school hall on 
Friday 1

st
 March 2019. Doors open at 7pm. 

 

Tickets are £5 per person for entry only and 
horses can be purchased for £10. Winning 
horse owners will all receive a prize on the 
night. There is no limit to the number of 
horses you can buy and there are no limits on 
the number of bets placed. 

 

We are also giving people the opportunity to 
sponsor any of the races which means you 
will name the race. What better opportunity to 
promote your business than to sponsor a 
race for only £50. Friends and families could 
also club together and the race will be named 
after your group or company.  During the 
evening, please feel free to bring your own 
refreshments / nibbles. Alcohol is permitted. 

To reserve your place, please contact the 
school office as soon as possible as space is 
limited.  It’s sure to be a fantastic night! 

 

We look forward to seeing you there and 
thank you for your continued support. 

 

 




