
 

May is always an intensive month in the school with SQA exams in full flow, but as we move into June 

there are many relieved and more relaxed pupils in our Senior School.  God willing, their hard work 

and dedication will bear fruit on August 7th when they open those all important envelopes or texts in 

this digital age. 

May has been a busy month throughout the whole school starting with a very successful Open Day early 

in the month.   Primary 6 enjoyed their trip to Lockerbie and our infants learned about life in Roman 

times from a Roman soldier himself.  A series of events took place during our Health and Wellbeing 

week at the end of May with visits from most every member of the emergency services as well as classes in 

Zumba, Pound Fit and Yoga.  This was all rounded off with our very own Fernhill Olympics with Houses 

competing in 15 different sporting events.  On a religious footing, our P4 celebrated their First Holy 

Communion and S4, S5 and S6 were sent off to their exams with blessings from our Thanksgiving mass.  

The Notre Dame Sisters visited to train staff in mindfulness and explore their mission with us.  Primary 

school participated in our annual May procession to honour Our Lady and over half the Senior School 

are headed on a Lourdes pilgrimage in early June. 

This edition of our newsletter demonstrates the events above and the whole range of activities that 

take place at Fernhill School over and above the excellent academic endeavor which is our daily work 

at the school.  As ever, this is all conducted within our caring and respectful ethos which I trust that 

you experience every time you set foot within our school community. 

June will also be a very busy a month, with event taking place for our S6 leavers, a Silver Duke of 

Edinburgh expedition, Sports Day, The National Mass to celebrate 100 years of Catholic Education , 

our Summer concert and our Ladies Lunch on June 16th.  I do hope to see as many of you as possible 

over the course of the next month at these events to celebrate the talents, enthusiasm and success of our 

young people at Fernhill School  
Dr Laura J Murphy  

Head Teacher 
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Fernhill School were delighted to join the Sisters of Notre Dame 
at their Service to celebrate the feast day of St Julie Billiart, the 
patron and founder of the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur. We 
were especially touched when Sister Margaret Rose presented 
us with a portrait of St Julie which will have pride of place within 
Fernhill School. Sister Margaret Rose is pictured with members 
of the Fernhill Family. Huge thanks for such a beautiful gift.  

Primary 6 had a fantastic time at Lockerbie! The Pupils 
scaled a huge climbing wall, tackled an obstacle course 
and flew through the trees on an amazing zipwire. Thanks 
to Mrs Ferry and Mrs Ross for their fantastic commitment 
to the initiative. 
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Our rag collection has been a huge success and has 
really boosted our ECO recycling initiative. Our Primary 
pupils are pictured loading the rags into the van to be 
taken away and put to good use. Well done everyone 
who contributed.  

In true Fernhill fashion, our entire primary 
school came together to honour Mary, Our 
Mother, and patron of our school in a very 
special way. Every child brought a flower 
to lay at her altar following a procession of 
beautiful hymns to Our Lady, sang 
beautifully by every boy and girl. This is a 
wonderful tradition in Fernhill School and 
one that we know the children love.  

What an amazing time Primary 1 had when they visited the outdoor classroom 
at Blairbeth Urban Country park. As well as undertaking learning in numeracy, 
literacy and science, they were able to explore the open spaces of the park 
searching for bugs and pond life.  

A huge thank you to 
everyone who supported our 
Daffodil Tea this year. An 
amazing £822 was raised 
for The Beatson Cancer 
Charity and this sum will 
increase once gift aid is 
added. The Beatson Cancer 
Charty were delighted when 
they were presented with 
their cheque at morning 
assembly.  

Primary 1 and Primary 2 had a wonderful time showing their parents 
and grandparents around their classrooms. They enjoyed showing 
them the work they have been doing in class including playing some 
favourite topic games. Thank you to everyone who came along to 
support our open afternoon. It was lovely to see so many of you join the 
children in their learning.  
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Primary 3 and 4 were truly put through their paces when Valerius 
Secundus, a member of the Antonine Guard, came to visit them to support their topic work. Valerius gave the children the opportunity to 
learn about the armour, equipment and daily lives of soldiers in the Roman Army. A few brave children even tried out their battle skills on 
Valerius! The afternoon ended with a training session in the hall, where the children learned to march, create formations and most 
memorably, charge, in the style of the Roman Army. Valerius was very impressed with the ferociousness of this new army, and declared 
that everyone had passed the test to become a Roman soldier!  

Pupils throughout the whole school had a wonderful time on their Health Awareness Days this month. There was an array of activities 
including, Zumba, Poundfit, First Aid and delicious healthy pizzas courtesy of Tony Macaroni. The children had a lot of fun learning new 
skills. A big thank you to the parents and organisations who helped to make these days such a success.  

Can we please ask all parents dropping and collecting pupils at Fernhill to 

show respect to our neighbours by observing the following requests; The 

school opens at 8:30am and pupils should not be dropped off at the 

grounds before that time. At the end of the school day gates will remain 

closed until 3:15pm to allow pupil use of the school yard. In order to show 

fairness to local residents please do not arrive at the school before 3:15pm 

as this blocks access to Fernbrae Avenue. Thank you for your help with 

this matter.  

Key Dates 

Monday 11th June Primary 7 Going forth Mass  

Wednesday 13th June Fernhill School Sports Day  

Friday 15th June Senior Prom 

Friday 15th June Nursery Graduation 

Friday 15th - Sunday 17th June Duke of Edinburgh Qualifier 

Friday 15th June S1 & S2 Trip to Dumfries House  

Tuesday 19th June Primary Trip to Kelburn Country Estate  

Wednesday 20th June  Valedictory Lunch 

Thursday 21st June School Summer Concert 

Friday 22nd June  Term Ends 12noon 
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