
An action packed and highly successful term is coming to an end and in this, our final newsletter of 2018, you will 
glimpse just some of the myriad of activities taking place within Fernhill School over the past few weeks! Our staff 
have been amazing as usual, managing a wide range of academic activities and also giving freely of their time to 
ensure our young people have opportunities to extend their learning and experiences in a variety of contexts 
within and beyond the context of the classroom as you will see; I thank them all on your behalf for their 
tremendous enthusiasm and commitment, they really do go the extra mile for our young people!  

While we are all enjoying the Christmas season, however, please keep our senior students in your prayers as they 
will be balancing Christmas celebrations with preparing for their SQA preliminary examinations which commence 
not long after our return in the New Year. The New Year also begins with our January Open Evening on Monday 
17th and our Entrance assessments for next session on Monday 21st January. Please encourage your friends and 
family to attend to see, at first hand, the unique family ethos and individual education plans offered at Fernhill 
School.  

A future date in your diary is our One Heart One Mind Ball on Saturday 13th April. I would encourage all parents 
to make every effort to join us in what is a fantastic evening and is our major fundraiser each year.  

Finally I would like to thank everyone in the Fernhill family for all your encouragement and 
support throughout a very busy, exciting and successful term, it is greatly appreciated. 
Wishing you and your families a happy and holy Christmas and a joyful and prosperous New 
Year!  Dr Laura J Murphy  

Head Teacher 

Best wishes, 

 

We were promised 'a party' in the shape of the Nursery and 
Infant nativity this year and that's exactly what we got. Both 
sets of pupils were outstanding and a credit to their teachers 
who had clearly gone above and beyond in their 
preparation. The children told the story of the birth of Jesus 
in a very modern and entertaining fashion to a packed 
audience at Cambuslang Institute to rapturous applause and 
acclaim.   

The Fernhill School annual Carol service at St. Mark's 
Church served as a wonderful opportunity for 
reflection and celebration of Jesus' birth and all it has 
meant to the world. Our Primary 4 to 7 pupils 
performed a beautiful account of the Nativity 
supported by the senior choir. The music, signing and 
prayerful reflection provided the perfect start to the 
Christmas holidays. 
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The Fernhill School community 
came together on to celebrate our 
Patronal Feast Day. The Mass for 
the Solemnity of the Immaculate 
Conception was concelebrated by 
Bishop Toal, Bishop of Motherwell, 
Father Hennessey, parish priest at 
St Columbkille's and our very own 
chaplain, Father Mournian. The Holy 
Fathers were joined by Deacon Bill, 
also from St Columbkille's. We were 
also delighted to welcome some of 
the Sisters of Notre Dame who 
made the journey to commemorate 
this special day with us. This was a 
very happy and holy celebration. 

Our junior and senior choir provided a wonderful afternoon of 

Christmas entertainment at Princess Square. Both choirs were 

fantastic and an absolute credit to their teachers, Mrs Ross and 

Miss McKenna who give so much of their own time to work with 

them. Well done everyone.  

The Fernhill School Mini Vinnies group launched this month with lots of eager members ranging from Primary 4 to Primary 7. The 
group is hoping to put their faith into action by helping in various different ways in the local community. The Mini Vinnies first project 
was the Advent Foodbank Collection and this has gone extremely well.  The St Vincent De Paul group from St. Columbkilles parish 
came to collect their half of the proceeds, and the rest was taken to the Coatbridge foodbank. There were so many bags of food, Miss 
Nesti could hardly get into her classroom! Thank you to everyone who supported this appeal by sending in such a huge number of 
items. We hope that the donations will be useful to those less fortunate over the Christmas period.  

Five of our Higher and Advanced Higher Computing Science 
pupils attended the JP Morgan Generation Tech event in 
Glasgow. The aim of the event is to encourage women to enter 
the computing profession. The whole day hackathon 
competition culminated in the finalists presenting their 'apps for 
good' idea to the audience. Our Fernhill team did us proud and 
came third, walking away with a set of wireless speakers, a 
book and a glass plaque. Well done to the girls who thoroughly 
enjoyed the day and gave it their all! 
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Christmas Extravaganza 
The Secondary participated in another very successful fun filled festive day.  The traditional parcel wrap, quiz and Santa 

hunt were received with the usual enthusiasm by all.  However this year the pupil choice competition of preparing and 

delivering a Christmas theme show went down a storm.  Nativity scenes and dancing reindeers; Sainsbury executives 

should look to Fernhill for next year’s advert!  A fantastic end to the term!  Congratulations to all participants.  

The boys and girls in the primary department along with the 
nursery had a fantastic time at their Christmas parties 
where they played games and enjoyed a visit from Santa. A 
big thank you to our PTA  for  providing a disco for them all 
to dance and "floss" the afternoon away!. 

This year the boys and girls in our Nursery and 
primary 1 were entertained by a magician as part 
of their Christmas party. The boys and girls loved 
the show and several of them had the opportunity 
to work with the magician to perform magic. 
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Key Dates 

Thursday 20th December 2018 Term Ends 12noon 

Monday 7th January 2019 School re-opens 8:55am 

Monday 14th January 2019 Parent council meeting 7pm 

Thursday 17th January 2019 Nursery and School open day 

Monday 21st January 2019 Entrance Assessment day 

Monday 21st—Monday 28th January 2019 S4-S6 Prelims 

Saturday 13th April 2019 One Heart One Mind Ball 

Pupils in S5 and S6 pupils enjoyed a wonderful night at their 
Christmas Prom. The pupils did a great job to organise 
everything and their hard work paid off as the School Hall 
looked wonderful. Well done girls! 

Staff and pupils in Primary and Secondary enjoyed a 
lovely Christmas Lunch. The meal was delicious and 
certainty got everyone into the Christmas Spirit!  

We wish all members of 

the Fernhill School Family 

a very Happy and Holy 

Christmas and a 

wonderful New Year  


